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Questions are of value as indicated in the margin
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7 )When Japan opened herself to the world in 1868, one of the government's high priorities was
catching up with Western standards in science and education. The Japanese education system was
reformed mainly according to the German and French model. After the Second World War, the
Americans reformed the Japanese education system after their own.

4 ) The No.1most popular professional sport in Japan is baseball, No.2 is sumo and No.3 is soccer.
These figures are the results of a survey conducted by a certain newspaper to discover which
professional sports Japanese citizens liked best. Last year, the J-League started with great popularity,
but baseball, with its nearly 60-year-long history, held strongly to the top position. However, this poll
was targeted at adults; if young people in their teens had been included, soccer would probably have
had a higher rate of popularity.

7) Origami is an amusement and a skill of folding square paper without using paste or scissors to
shape things such as birds, goldfish, and helmets. It is a traditional Japanese art, and in particular the
‘crane’ is widely recognized as the masterpiece of origami. One thousand folded cranes linked
together by thread is called senbazuru and is made and given to a sick person with the wish for a
speedy recovery upon visiting him.

=) In Japan, cats are regarded as auspicious and at the same time fierce. The way cats wash their
faces looks as if they are inviting good luck,so cats with that gesture are represented in an auspicious
ornament as the “beckoning cat” (¥ ZJ#) . On the other hand, there was a time that cats were

thought to transform into monsters;among the many Japanese monsters is the “monster cat” ({k.iF
JH)
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